Project hopes to improve
marriages, relationships
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Cameron County residents
interested in i thedr
muarital or pre-marital rels-
twonzhips by laking educa-
tional classes will be able to

50 beginnin Eth.'us Voar

n Countys His-

ic Active Relationships
recently received a

$25 million grant from the
US, Department of Health

and Hurnan Services to jic=
ipate in the national =)
Intistive.™
The Healthy Marriage
Initiative strives to encour-
ge healthy relations

“We are here to htjip thie
familics. We are here 1o help
the community be & hﬂlh}
safer community for
l‘.‘-m'l-ermt.uum? that's really
what we want,” said Gloria
Miranda f‘-wﬂnu. program

manager for Cameron

C-u:-nmﬁ HARP

The project trains commu-
nity leaders and couples ih
how bo use ﬂma:mm
5 to teach couples,
| married or dating, hmn o

improve aml  maintain
healthy relationships.

The educational classes
will be taught throughout the
county and are free.

“We are thrilled that our
rl‘!‘m: in Tesis have reualied

npmrlumr} fior
Lfamrﬂn County to build
greal ma and there
fore strengt familics,”™
Eelly Simpaan, founder of the
HARP project and director
of Active Relationships, said
im A news reléase, “There is so
much 1o know about creating
o swecessful marriage and
unforfunalely most of us
never had education in these
gkills, nor did our parents or
their parents. We are just
expected to know how.™

The educational courses
will be taught in a classroom.

sctting and the couples
will uarti:lpnte in training

A p:m

PIOFITAIN Was Cof
ducted in thé county a1 the
beginning of kst vear and the
tunout and resulis showed
that & progeam such ag
HARP was needed in the
area, Cavazos said.

*Brownaville was one of
the best if the state™ with
effectiveness rates CavES
said, considering the chal-
lenges in the arca.

“The culiure here 15 very
different. ... | had a lot af
challenges, especially with
the ‘machismo™  atrliude,
Cavaros zaad

Cameron Counly  was
among 100 applicants for the
gran! money from seross 1he
naon and wis one of 124 10
receive the money,

About 10 couples will
begin training on how 1o
teach the clatses this ot
(HTicials hope to be able m
affer this [irst elass sometimo
in February. The educational
classes, which sre ol coun.
seling se3sions, are free and
will be T l:lcl1.'|'[,-‘ T ismcron
County residents,

For mone information, call
Gloria Miramda Cavams a1
(956 SH-TI65, or visit the
project Webk  =mife  ar

ww HARPCC com

s rirrBdopumanlernld se s



